
CELLO : PIANO
DUO

JACOB SHAW
DAVID LAU MAGNUSSEN



02 JACOB SHAW      DAVID LAU MAGNUSSEN

”Outstanding presentation by Danish musicians
bringing beauty, sound, and carefully intertwined

lines that touched the souls of all the 1300 spectators
in the hall: no one wanted the concert to end”

(Harbin Workers Newspaper, China)
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Critically acclaimed by the press both in 
Europe and Asia for their dynamic fresh 
approach, Duo Shaw-Magnussen has 
already made debuts in halls across Europe, 
Asia and the USA.

The cello–piano duo : Jacob Shaw (cello) 
and David Lau Magnussen (piano) 
was formed in 2011 and has already 

performed in numerous countries and across 
several continents, both in prestigious venues 
as well as on television and radio.

Duo 
Shaw-Magnussen 
are the only Scandinavian 
based cello-piano duo that 
is performing around the 
world on a regular basis.
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Duo 
Shaw-Magnussen 
around the world



07CELLO : PIANO DUO

to teach in several top institutions such as 
the Royal Irish Academy of Music in Dublin 
(Ireland) and the Beijing and Shanghai 
Conservatories of Music (China), alongside 
numerous lecture-recitals in universities and 
societies.

Duo Shaw-Magnussen also feel very 
passionately about instigating outreach 
projects during their concert trips, playing in 
local schools and orphanages.

Denmark based Duo Shaw-Magnussen: 
Jacob Shaw (cello) and David Lau 
Magnussen (piano) have performed 

during the last seasons to audiences around 
the world, from Casa da Musica in Porto 
(Portugal) to Guangzhou Opera House 
(China) and Carnegie Hall (USA). In Asia 
their most recent tour sold out all 15 concerts 
with some venues holding 1300 seats.

As well as concerts, they have been invited 
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IN RECITAL
(wITh LECTuRE-RECITAL 

opTIoN If dEsIREd)

Arvo pärt : Fratres

Sergei Prokofiev : Sonata
or

Johannes Brahms : E minor Sonata

PAUSE

olivier Messiaen : 3 Mélodies 
(arr. Duo Shaw-Magnussen)

or
hans Abrahamsen : Glansbilleder

Igor stravinsky : Suite Italienne

Béla Bartók : Romanian Dances 
(arr. Duo Shaw-Magnussen)

spECIAL pRoJECT 
CELLo / pIANo / spEAkER

“ARouNd ThE woRLd IN 80 MINuTEs”

• This entertaining and educational 
presentation tells the story of a young 

boy who travels the world trying to find a 
common language, musically illustrated 

with repertoire for cello and piano ranging 
from the 1600s up till today

• Unique program is accessible to all – 
young and old, regular concert-goers or 

musical novices

• Can be presented in any venue (with 
piano), from intimate or private rooms to 
large concert halls, on any occasion from 

school events to festivals

• Currently available in French, Danish 
and English, but can be translated into any 

language on request

Program Selections 2016/17

Other programs available on request from Duo Shaw-Magnussen
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storyteller, it tells of Johannes as he meets new 
friends – such as Manuel in Spain, who shows 
him a passionate man and woman having a 
tense argument: the music provided to this 
scene is the song ”Polo” from Manuel de Falla 
”7 Spanish Songs”, played by cello and piano.
From country to country, meeting new 
”friends”, who are of course well-known 
composers, and show a national characteristic, 
such as fiery passion in Spain. This teaches the 
audience not only cultural characteristics but 
also where each composer comes from, and a 
famous piece of music of theirs.
Johannes travels from Spain (Manuel de Falla) 
to France, (Gabriel Fauré), and the Czech 
Republic (Bohuslav Martinu), and more 
European countries, before his journey takes 
him across Russia, the Middle East, and further 
- as far as Japan, with a beautiful folk song, or 
Argentina and Astor Piazolla. The composers 
range from the 16th century right up until 
modern day.
All of the pieces of music are between 3 and 7 
minutes, so the concentration is upheld by any 
audience, and the animated description of the 
story is vivid and lively.
Of course, as you can imagine, by the end of 
the journey, Johannes discovers that although 
cultures are very different, there is a common 
factor binding them together, a common 
language spoken in every single culture in the 
world, a universal art form that needs no words 
and no pictures: MusIC!!

“ARouNd ThE woRLd IN 80 MINuTEs...”

An entertaining and educational concert 
presentation for cello, piano and storyteller, 
written by Jacob Shaw and based on an original 
idea by Jacob Shaw and Anne-Charlotte 
Rémond

The title might sound vaguely familiar to you 
– it is very similar to the title of the novel by 
Jules Verne, ”Around the world in 80 days”. 
However, our story is very different – it is 
not the story of Phillias Fogg, but the story of 
Johannes, a young boy. Johannes is extremely 
passionate about languages and cultures. He 
is passionate about how people from different 
cultures communicate with each other, 
passionate about learning as many languages 
as possible and eager to travel the world and 
understand other cultures.
In an old café, he overhears a man talking about 
a universal language which is used all over the 
world – a language that could be understood 
by everyone, regardless of nationality, race or 
religion.
Of course, Johannes, when he overhears this, 
wants to leave on a voyage straight away. 
He wants to fulfill his dream of travelling 
and meeting the people that have different 
cultures, to learn new ways, new scenery. And 
of course, to find this universal language that 
fascinates him so much.
The story is a musical voyage – narrated by a 
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Jacob shaw 
cellist (b.1988)

Award winning British cellist Jacob Shaw 
(b.1988) has given acclaimed concerts across 
Europe, USA and Asia, establishing himself 
as one of the most prominent young soloists 
based in Scandinavia. “Music Ambassador” 
for Dulwich College International and highly 
dedicated to helping and promoting young 
talents in his own field, Jacob also supports 
the next generation of musicians.

Called as “the cellist to follow” (Lettre de 
Musician, 2014) - his unique program 
ideas, original style, and enthusiasm have 
gained huge support and admiration as a 
performer from the public and professional 
colleagues alike. Exploring the boundaries 
of what is possible on his instrument, he 
often collaborates with folk, indie, electronic 
and jazz musicians. This season he had 
two debuts in New York that reflected his 
eclectic styles, in Carnegie Hall (classical 

recital with piano) and in the Apollo Theatre 
(electric cello with works of Nico Muhly and 
improvisation with traditional singers from 
Tahiti).

During his studies in London, Paris, 
Augsburg and Copenhagen, Jacob became 
a laureate of numerous national and 
international competitions, and since has 
performed in some of the world's prestigious 
stages such as Carnegie Hall, Guangzhou 
Opera House, Oslo Concert House, Salle 
Cortot, Copenhagen Radio House, etc. 
He has premiered or worked on pieces by 
composers such as Sofia Gubaidulina, Sir 
John Taverner, Frangis Ali-Sade and Haflidi 
Hallgrimsson.

A passionate chamber musician, he 
regularly plays in esteemed festivals such as 
Lockenhaus Festival, Gstaad, Sommets-du-
Classique, iPalpiti and is the co-founder and 
artistic director of the Festival International 
de Musique de Chambre en Charente 
(www.chalaismusique.com ) A dedicated 
teacher, his students have won national 
and international competitions in Germany, 
Denmark, Japan, France and the UK, and 
Jacob has given masterclasses in important 
music conservatories across the world such 
as CCOM, Royal Irish Academy of Music, 
Northwestern University Chicago, Shanghai 
conservatory, in New York, Paris and London.
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His debut 2 CD album was released this 
autumn by Roven Records and he can be 
heard regularly on radio throughout Europe, 
Asia and the USA. More information at 
WWW.JACOBSHAW.DE 
or on social media 
@JACOBSHAWCELLIST

david Lau Magnussen 
pianist (b.1981)

David Lau Magnussen has in recent years 
established himself as one of the foremost 
Danish pianists with concerts across Asia, 
Europe and the USA.

Highly active as both a soloist and chamber 
musician highlights of last season included 
recording a CD of Carl Nielsen piano works 
(for Helicon records) as well as his Carnegie 
Hall (Weill Hall) debut with cellist duo-

partner Jacob Shaw. He also made the world 
premiere of the piano concerto by Martin 
Lohse together with Aarhus Sinfonietta 
(which was broadcast by Danish Radio), and 
received the 1st prize at the Nordic Soloists 
competition during the Bergen Festspillene 
playing with the solo oboe of the Danish 
Radio Symphony Orchestra Eva Steinaa.

A student of Peter Feuchtwanger in 
London, followed by studies in Vienna and 
Copenhagen, David Lau Magnussen also 
holds a keen interest in the philosophy 
of music and life: As well as concerts, he 
regularly gives lectures about life seen 
from the piano stool, which he is currently 
preparing to be published as a book.

Also an active organist, he holds major 
degrees from the Royal Danish Academy of 
Music and Roskilde Church Music School 
and is the cantor at Vemmetofte Monastery.

He gives masterclasses regularly in 
conservatories and universities worldwide, 
such as CCOM (Chinese Conservatory of 
Music, Beijing), Moscow State Conservatory 
and the Royal Irish Academy of Music 
(Dublin). David was also invited as a jury 
member for the German International Piano 
Competition ENCOR.
More information at 
WWW.DAVIDLAUMAGNUSSEN.DK

https://www.facebook.com/jacobshawcellist
http://www.davidlaumagnussen.dk
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